THE BRITISH CONQUEST OF INDIA         95
the disgraceful convention which its leaders were induced to
sign was disavowed, and the war continued, Goddard arrived
in time to turn the tide of affairs in Baroda, while Popham
from the side of Oude effected a division by his brilliant capture
of the fortress of Gwalior, hitherto considered impregnable,
and Camac defeated Scindia in the open field near Ujjein.
Hence, despite the failure of Goddard's renewed advance on
Poona, the Mahrattas by 1782 were quite ready for peace on
the basis of a restoration of conquests and the abandonment
by the British of Ragoba's cause. So ended this ill-managed
and unsatisfactory interlude in the main story of the contest
with Mysore, to which we must now return.
The news of the outbreak of war between Britain and France
in 1778 was the signal for the immediate occupation of all the
French factories in India, both on the Carnatic and Malabar
coasts ; these latter, however, were regarded by Hyder Ali as
being under his protection, and he sei2ed upon the British
action as a casus belli. Still he delayed opening hostilities till
1780, when he suddenly burst into the Carnatic at the head of
an army of close on 100,000 men and swept, pillaging and
burning everything in his path, up to the suburbs of Madras.
The British forces, who numbered barely 11,000, under Munro,
the victor of Buxar, were scattered from the Kistna to Trichi-
nopoly, and their commander rashly attempted to concentrate
them at Conjeveram in the heart of the territory occupied by his
adversary. The error was severely punished ; the northernmost
detachment was surrounded at Pollilore and overwhelmed by
the main body of the Mysore army before it could reach the
appointed place of assembly; and Munro had no alternative
but to retire hurriedly under the walls of Madras, where he was
replaced in his command by the veteran Sir Eyre Coote.
The latter now found himself the head of an army of some
7500 men, demoralised, short of cavalry and almost entirely
devoid of transport, with a formidable enemy in front of him
and the constant risk of a threat to his rear by the arrival of a
French fleet off the coast. Nevertheless, early in 1781, he
assumed the offensive in order to relieve the gallant garrison of
Wandewash, which had made head for six months against the
whole of the main Mysore army ; but so great were his supply
difficulties that once this had been accomplished he was com-
pelled to remain inactive for five months at Cuddalore. At the
end of this period Hyder, with 150,000 men, suddenly moved
against him and placed himself at Porto Novo across his line of
retreat to Madras; Coote, however, skilfully passed his columns
across his enemy's front, enveloped his left, drove him off in
disorder westwards, and recovered his communications, not

